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https://www.iau.org/public/themes/constellations/ 



Alan MacRobert/IAU/Sky & Telescope 
https://www.iau.org/static/public/constellations/gif/GEM.gif 



‘Map of Europe showing countries as established 
by the Peace Conference of Paris’, c. 1919 
 Library of Congress 
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https://catalog.loc.gov/vwebv/search?searchCode=LCCN&searchArg=2004627137&searchType=1&permalink=y



https://www.nasa.gov/audience/formedia/telecon-20071106/1.html 



Map by Bormay & Co., early 20th century [used in Gorge Stephen Godspeed, A History of the 
Babylonians and Assyrians  (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1902)] 
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http://www.kellscraft.com/HistoryofBabylonians/HistoryOfBabyloniansContentPage.html 



Farnese Atlas, 2nd Century AD, National Archeological Museum, Naples, Italy  



Illustration of constellations on Farnese Globe, A. P. Boite    
Adler Planetarium collections P-173  



Claudius Ptolemy (100 AD – 168 AD)  
 



University of Texas at Austin, the Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection 



‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Umar al-Sufi, Kitab suwar al-kawakib (‘Book of the constellations of the 
fixed stars’), c. 964 

 
Images from copy in the collections of the Library of Congress, produced in south or central Asia, circa 1730. An exact 
copy of a manuscript, now lost, prepared for Ulug Beg of Samarkand (present-day Uzbekistan) in 1417 [820 A.H.] 
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The astronomer ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Umar al-Sufi, commonly known as al-Sufi, was born in Persia (present-day Iran) in 903 A.D. and died in 986. He worked in Isfahan and in Baghdad, and is known for his translation from Greek into Arabic of the Almagest by the ancient astronomer Ptolemy. Al-Sufi’s most famous work is Kitab suwar al-kawakib (Book of the constellations of the fixed stars), which he published around 964. In this work, al-Sufi describes the 48 constellations that were established by Ptolemy and adds criticisms and corrections of his own. For each of the constellations, he provides the indigenous Arab names for their stars, drawings of the constellations, and a table of stars showing their locations and magnitude. Al-Sufi’s book spurred further work on astronomy in the Arabic and Islamic worlds, and exercised a huge influence on the development of science in Europe. The work was frequently copied and translated. This copy, from the collections of the Library of Congress, was produced somewhere in south or central Asia, circa 1730, and is an exact copy of a manuscript, now lost, prepared for Ulug Beg of Samarkand (present-day Uzbekistan) in 1417 [820 A.H.]. The Bibliothèque nationale de France has a manuscript of the Kitab suwar al-kawakib that was prepared for Ulug Beg in 1436.  



Celestial globe, unidentified maker, Lahora, c. 1650  
Adler Planetarium collections M-14 



Astrolabe, Muhammad ibn al-Fattuh al-Khama'iri, Seville, Spain, 1236/7 [634 AH] 
Adler Planetarium collections M-35  

,   



Augusta (Ausburg), Georg Braun and Franz Hogenberg (authors), Peter von Brachel, Cologne, 1575   
David Rumsey Historical Map Collection  



Johannes Bayer, Uranometria: omnium 
asterismorum continens schemata, nova 
methodo delineata, aeris laminis expressa 
(Augsburg, 1603) 
 
Adler Planetarium collections QB65 .B29 1603 



Clarissimi uiri Iginij Poeticon astronomicon: opus vtilissimmu[m] foeliciter incipit 
(Venice: Erhard Ratdolt, 1482)  Adler Planetarium library  PA6445 .H8 P6 1482  



Albrecht Durer, Imagines Coeli Septentrionales/… Meridionales (Nuremberg, 1515) 
Images: Adler Planetarium 



Celestial globe,  Gerhard Mercator, 
Louvain,1551 Adler Planetarium Collections A-255 



Illustration of Tycho Brahe's mural 
quadrant with scenes from his 
observatory. From the French edition of 
J. Blaeu’s Atlas Major, 1663  
 
Adler Planetarium collections P-125g 



Johannes Bayer, Uranometria: omnium 
asterismorum continens schemata, nova 
methodo delineata, aeris laminis expressa 
(Augsburg, 1603) 
 
Adler Planetarium collections QB65 .B29 1603 



Johannes Bayer, Uranometria: omnium asterismorum continens schemata, nova methodo 
delineata, aeris laminis expressa (Ulm, 1661) Adler Planetarium collections   QB65 .B29 1661 

 



Johannes Bayer, Uranometria: omnium asterismorum continens schemata, no a methodo 
delineata, aeris laminis expressa (Ulm, 1661) Adler Planetarium library   QB65 .B29 1661 

 



Johannes Hevelius, Prodromus astronomiae…/Firmamentum sobiescianum, sive Uranographia 
(Gdansk, 1690) Adler Planetarium library QB41 .H59 1690  



John Flamsteed, Atlas Coelestis (London, 1729) 
Adler Planetarium library  QB65 .F5 1729 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Flamsteed – first astro



Pocket globe, Joseph Moxon, London, c. 1680   
Adler Planetarium collections A-253 



A plan of Berlin, Germany, drawn and engraved by J. Dower. Published by William Orr, London, 1836 



Johann Bode (1747-1826)       Tower of the old Berlin Observatory 
F. W. Klose, 1832-48, oil on canvas, Schloss 

Charlottenburg, Berlin 
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Tower of the old Berlin Observatory between 1832 and 1848, with signal mast of the optical telegraph. View from the west, by F. W. Klosehttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Observatory#/media/File:Station-1-pruss-teleg.jpg 





















Sidney Hall, Jehoshaphat Aspin, Urania's mirror: or, A view of the heavens (London, c. 1835)            
Adler Planetarium collections QB68 .U7 1825 







         

Planisphere, Henri Whitall, Philadelphia, 1871 
              Adler Planetarium collections A-307 





         

Planisphere, Henri Whitall, Philadelphia, 1862 
              Adler Planetarium collections A-308 



C. F. Goldbach, Neuester Himmels-Atlas (Weimar, 1799) 
                           Adler Planetarium library QB65 .G6 1799  
  
 
   



C. F. Goldbach, Neuester Himmels-Atlas (Weimar, 1799) 
                           Adler Planetarium library QB65 .G6 1799  
  
 
   



Plate from Friedrich Argelander, Uranometria Nova (Berlin, 1843)  
Adler Planetarium library  







“18 Inch Celestial Globe/ W. & K. Johnston/ Limited / Edinburgh & London”, c. 1879 
Adler Planetarium collections A-47 



Bonner Durchmusterung des nördlichen Himmels: unter Mitwirkung von E. Schönfeld 
und A. Krüger auf der Königlichen Sternwarte zu Bonn / beobachtet und berechnet von F. 
Argelander (Bonn, 1903) Adler Planetarium QB6 .B62 v.1  
  



Carlos de Chapeaurouge, Buenos Aires, 1901 
David Rumsey Map Collection   



National Argentine Observatory, Córdoba  Benjamin Apthorp Gould 
(1824-1896) 



Benjamin A. Gould, Uranometria Argentina: Mapas (Córdoba, 1877)  
                                           Adler Planetarium library QB65 .U736 1877  
  





Eugène Joseph Delporte (1882 -1955) 
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Denoyer-Geppert Company, Chicago, C. 1930  
Adler Planetarium collections G-31 





H. A. Rey (1898- 1977)  





Alan MacRobert/IAU/Sky & Telescope 
https://www.iau.org/static/public/constellations/gif/GEM.gif 



“I use celestial coordinate systems to locate 
astronomical objects just as you would pinpoint a 
location on Earth by its longitude and latitude, 
but I think of the constellations the way I think 
about states or countries on a map (…) when I 
consider my relatives across the Atlantic, what 
comes to mind is “Germany”, not their 
geographical coordinates. 
 
 Similarly, I fondly think of the constellation 
“Monoceros“ as the “home” of the star-forming 
region I studied to get my Ph.D. I think these 
designations enrich the science by facilitating a 
deeper way of connecting to the cosmos.”  

Grace Wolf-Chase, PhD 
Astronomer, Adler Planetarium 





7987 distinct images processed from 521 objects:  262 rare books, 97 works on 
paper, 64 scientific instruments, and the Carte Du Ciel collection 







Digital Historic Skies project 
Citizen science interface prototype 0.2 
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